AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) An e-mail transmission/reception system including a mail 
terminal, a mail server, and a mail gateway, wherein fee- said mail gateway is connected to fee 
said mail terminal via a network and fee -to said mail server via another network, 

fee -wherein said mail server comprisin g comprises : 

an attached file holding unit operable to receive an e-mail addressed to a user who 

possesses fee -said mail terminal and hold one or more attached files included in the e- 

mail; and 

a mail distribution unit operable to receive a file attached e-mail transmitted from 
fee- said mail gateway and distribute the file attached e-mail to a respective address of one 
or more r e c e iv e rs' address e s th e r e o f receivers of the e-mail;? 
fee -wherein said mail gateway comprisin g comprises : 

an identifier generation unit operable to generate an identifier for each attached 
file held by fee -said attached file holding unit; 

a list transmission unit operable to generate a list of identifiers generated by fee 
said identifier generation unit and transmit the identifier list to fee -said mail terminal; 

a reception unit operable to receive e - mail transmitted from th e mail t e rminal, th e 
e mail including on e or more id e ntifi e rs that th e us e r s e l e cts from th e id e ntifi e r list as 
substitutes for on e or mor e attach e d fil e s that th e us e r wants to attach to th e e mail_an 
attached-file specifying e-mail transmitted from said mail terminal the attached-file 
specifying e-mail including one or more identifiers generated bv said identifier 
generation unit ; 

an attached file acquisition unit operable to acquire attached files from fee- said 
attached file holding unit, the attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in 
the attached-file specifying e-mail received by fee -said reception unit; 

a construction unit operable to construct a file attached e-mail by attaching the 
attached files acquired by fee- said attached file acquisition unit to the attached-file 
specifying e-mail received by fee- said reception unit; and 

a mail transmission unit operable to transmit the file attached e-mail constructed 
by fee -said construction unit to fee -said mail server ; and ? 
fee -wherein said mail terminal comprisin g comprises : 
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a list reception unit operable to receive the identifier list from fee- said mail 
gateway; 

a preparation unit operable to prepare the attached-file specifying e-mail that 
includ e s including the one or more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list 
as substitutes for one or more attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; 
and 

a transmission unit operable to transmit the prepared attached-file specifying e- 
mail to the -said mail gateway. 

2. (Currently Amended) The e-mail transmission/reception system of Claim 1, whereim 
fee -said attached file holding uni t is operable to , whenever receiving an e-mail that 

includes attached files, g e n e rat e s generate a list of the attached files and passes -pass the list of 
the attached files to the- said identifier generation unit; T and 

the- said identifier generation unit g e n e rat e s is operable to generate an identifier for each 
of the attached files in accordance with the list of the attached files p assed by the -said attached 
file holding unit. 

3. (Currently Amended) The e-mail transmission/reception system of Claim 1, wher e in 
fee- wherein said mail terminal further comprises: 

a file format registration unit operable to register one or more files -file formats of 
attached files for each receiver's address that the receiver should adopt in fee -said mail 
gateways 

fee -wherein said mail gateway further comprises: 

a file format storage unit operable to store receivers' addresses and file formats 
that are registered by fee -said file format registration unit; and 

a file format conversion unit operable to convert file formats of attached files for 
each receiver's address in accordance with the receivers' addresses and the file formats 
that are stored in the file -said format storage uni t; and? 

wherein fee -said construction unit constructs is operable to construct the file attached e- 
mail by attaching the attached files converted by fee -said file format conversion unit from and as 
a substitute for the attached files acquired by fee -said attached file acquisition unit. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The e-mail transmission/reception system of Claim 1 5 wh e r e in 
fee -wherein said mail terminal further comprises: 

a sharing notification unit operable t o notify fee- said mail gateway that one or 
more attached files included in an e-mail addressed to the user of the- said mail terminal 
are to be shared with other users^ 
the- wherein said mail gateway further comprises: 

an attached file sharing unit operable to, when receiving the notification that the 
attached files are to be shared with the other users from the- said mail terminal, share each 
of the attached files held by the -said attached file holding unit with the other users; and 

a shared identifier generation unit operable to generate a shared identifier for each 
of the attached files shared by fee -said attached file sharing unit, wh e r e in t he shared 
identifier is -being available for sharers of the attached files; T 
wherein the -said sharing notification unit fefee^includes: 

a shared file notification unit operable to notify fee -said mail gateway of one or 
more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for the one or 
more attached files that are permitted to be shared; and 

a sharer notification unit operable to notify fee- said mail gateway of one or more 
sharers of each of the attached files that are to be shared with the other users; 
wherein fee- said attached file sharing unit shares- is operable to share attached files that 
correspond to the identifiers notified from fee- said shared file notification unit among attached 
files held by fee -said attached file holding unit with the sharers notified from fee -said sharer 
notification unit^ 

fee -wherein said list transmission unit is_further transmits operable to transmit a list of the' 
shared identifiers to the sharers of the attached files^ 

fee- wherein said attached file acquisition unit ^further acquir e s operable to acquire 
attached files that correspond to the shared identifiers^ and 

fee- wherein said list reception unit ^further r e c e iv e s operable to receive a list of shared 
identifiers that have apne to one correspondence to each of the attached files that are shared by 
the user of fee -said mail terminal as one member of the sharers. 


5. (Currently amended) An e-mail transmission/reception system including a mail terminal 
and a mail gateway, fee- said mail gateway being connected to fee -said mail terminal via a 
network, 

fee- wherein said mail gateway comprisin g comprises : 

an attached file holding unit operable to receive an e-mail addressed to a user who 
possesses fee -said mail terminal and hold one or more attached files included in the e- 
mail; and 

an identifier generation unit operable to generate an identifier for each attached 
file held by the -said attached file holding unit; 

a list transmission unit operable to generate a list of identifiers generated by the 
said identifier generation unit and transmit the identifier list to fee- said mail terminal; 

a reception unit operable to receive e mail transmitt e d from the mail t e rminal, th e 
e mail including on e or mor e identifi e rs sel e ct e d by th e us e r from th e identifi e r list as 
substitutes for on e or mor e attach e d fil e s that th e us e r wants to attach to th e e mail an 
attached-file specifying e-mail transmitted from said mail terminal, the attached-file 
specifying email including one or more identifiers generated by said identifier generation 
unit ; 

an attached file acquisition unit operable to acquire attached files from fee -said 
attached file holding unit, the attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in 
the attached-file specifying e-mail received by fee- said reception unit; 

a construction unit operable to construct a file attached e-mail by attaching the 
attached files acquired by fee -said attached file acquisition unit to the attached-file 
specifying e-mail received by fee -said reception unit; and 

a mail distribution unit operable to distribute the file attached e-mail constructed 
by fee- said construction unit to a respective address of one or more receivers r e c e iv e rs' 
addr e ss e s of the e-mail ; and? 
fee- wherein said mail terminal comprising: 

a list reception unit operable to receive the identifier list from fee -said mail 
gateway; 

a preparation unit operable to prepare the attached-file specifying e-mail feat 
includ e s including the one or more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list 
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as substitutes for one or more attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; 
and 

a transmission unit operable to transmit the attached-file specifying e-mail 
prepared by fee -said p reparation unit to fee- said mail gateway. 

6. (Currently Amended) The e-mail transmission/reception system of Claim 5, wherein: 
wh e r e in th e said attached file holding uni t is operable to , whenever receiving an e-mail 

that includes attached files, g e n e rat e s generate a list of the attached files and passes -pass t he list 
of the attached files to fee -said identifier generation unit;? and 

fee -said identifier generation unit g e n e rat e s is operable to generate an identifier for each 
of the attached files in accordance with the list of the attached files p assed by the -said attached 
file holding unit. 

7. (Currently Amended) The e-mail transmission/reception system of Claim 5, 
wherein the -said mail terminal further comprises: 

a file format registration unit operable to register one or more files -file formats of 
attached files for each receiver's address that the receiver should adopt in the- said mail 
gateways 

the -wherein said mail gateway further comprises: 

a file format storage unit operable to store receivers' addresses and file formats 
that are registered by the -said file format registration unit; and 

a file format conversion unit operable to convert file formats of attached files for 
each receiver's address in accordance with the receivers' addresses and the file formats 
that are stored in the -said file format storage uni t; and? 

wherein the -said construction unit constructs is operable to construct the file attached e- 
mail by attaching the attached files converted by the -said file format conversion unit from and as 
a substitute for the attached files acquired by fee -said attached file acquisition unit. 

8. (Currently Amended) The e-mail transmission/reception system of Claim 5, 
wherein fee- said mail terminal further comprises: 

a sharing notification unit operable to notify fee -said mail gateway that one or 
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more attached files included in the e-mail addressed to the user of fee -said mail terminal 

are to be shared with other users;; 

fee -wherein said mail gateway further comprises: 

an attached file sharing unit operable to, when receiving the notification that the 
attached files are to be shared with the other users from fee -said mail terminal, share each 
of the attached files held by the -said attached file holding unit with the other users; and 

a shared identifier generation unit operable to generate a shared identifier for each 
of the attached files shared by the- said attached file sharing unit, wh e r e in the shared 
identifier is -being available for sharers of the attached files;; 
wherein the- said sharing notification unit fttfthef-includes: 

a shared file notification unit operable to notify the -said mail gateway of one or 
more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for the one or 
more attached files that are permitted to be shared; and 

a sharer notification unit operable t o notify the- said mail gateway of one or more 
sharers of each of the attached files that are to be shared with the other users; 
wherein the- said attached file sharing unit shares -is operable to share attached files that 
correspond to the identifiers notified from the -said shared file notification unit among attached 
files held by the- said attached file holding unit with the sharers notified from the -said sharer 
notification unit;; 

the -wherein said list transmission unit is_further transmits operable to transmit a list of the 
shared identifiers to the sharers of the attached files;; 

fee -wherein said attached file acquisition unit is_further acquir e s operable to acquire 
attached files that correspond to the shared identifiers;; and 

fee- wherein said list reception unit isjiirther r e c e iv e s operable to receive a list of shared 
identifiers that have a_one to one correspondence to each of the attached files that are shared by 
the user of fee- said mail terminal as one member of the sharers. 

9. (Currently amended) A mail gateway that is connected to a mail terminal via a network 
and a mail server via another network, the mail server receiving an e-mail addressed to a user of 
the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in the received e-mail, fee -said 
mail gateway comprising: 


an identifier generation unit operable to generate an identifier for each attached file held 
by the mail server; 

a list transmission unit operable to generate a list of identifiers generated by fee- said 
identifier generation unit and transmit the identifier list to the mail terminal; 

a reception unit operable to receive e mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, th e e mail 
including one or more identifi e rs s e l e ct e d by th e user from th e id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
or mor e attach e d fil e s that th e us e r wants to attach to th e e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal, the attached-file specifying email including one or more 
identifiers generated by said identifier generation unit ; 

an attached file acquisition unit operable to acquire attached files from the mail server, 
the attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received by the- said reception unit; 

a construction unit operable to construct a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached 
files acquired by the -said attached file acquisition unit to the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received by the -said reception unit; and 

a mail transmission unit operable to transmit the file attached e-mail constructed by fee 
said construction unit to the mail server. 

10. (Currently Amended) The mail gateway of Claim 9, wherein: 

the mail server functions, whenever receiving an e-mail that includes attached files, so as 
to generate a list of the attached files and passes- pass the list of the attached files to fee- said mail 
gateway ; and? 

wher e in th e said identifier generation unit g e n e rat e s is operable to generate an identifier 
for each of the attached files in accordance with the list of the attached files p assed by the mail 
server. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The mail gateway of Claim 9, further comprising: 

a file format storage unit operable to store receivers' addresses and file formats that are 
registered by the mail terminal; and 

a file format conversion unit operable to convert one or more file formats of attached files 
for each receiver's address in accordance with the receivers' addresses and the file formats that 
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are stored in the -said file format storage unit; 7 

wherein the mail terminal functions so as to register the one or more file formats of 
attached files for each receiver's address that the receiver should adopt in the -said mail gateway; 
and? 

wherein the- said construction unit constructs is operable to construct the file attached e- 
mail by attaching the attached files converted by the -said file format conversion unit from and as 
substitutes for the attached files acquired by the- said attached file acquisition unit. 

12. (Currently Amended) The mail gateway of Claim 9, further comprising: 

an attached file sharing unit operable to, when receiving a notification that attached files 
are to be shared with other users from the mail terminal, share each of the attached files held by 
the mail server with the other users; 

a shared identifier generation unit operable to generate a shared identifier for each of the 
attached files shared by the- said attached file sharing unit, wh e r e in t he shared identifier is-being 
available for sharers of the attached files; 7 

wherein the mail terminal functions so as to notify fee -said mail gateway that one or more 
attached files are to be shared with other users by means of identifiers corresponding to the one 
or more attached files, the attached files being included in e-mail addressed to the user of the 
mail terminal and being permitted to be shared with other users, and notify the -said mail gateway 
of the one or more sharers who shares -are to share t he one or more attached files; 7 

wherein the -said attached file sharing unit shares- is operable to share the one or more 
attached files that correspond to the one or more identifiers notified from the mail terminal out of 
attached files held by the mail server among the notified sharers;^ 

the -wherein said list transmission unit is_further transmits operable to transmit a list of the 
shared identifiers to the sharers of the attached files^ and 

the- wherein said attached file acquisition unit isjiirther acquir e s operable to acquire 
attached files that correspond to the shared identifiers. 

13. (Currently amended) A mail gateway that is connected to a mail terminal via a network, 
the- said mail gateway comprising: 

an attached file holding unit operable to receive an e-mail addressed to a user who 
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possesses the mail terminal and hold one or more attached files included in the e-mail; aad 

an identifier generation unit operable to generate an identifier for each attached file held 
by fee- said attached file holding unit; 

a list transmission unit operable to generate a list of identifiers generated by fee -said 
identifier generation unit and transmit the identifier list to the mail terminal; 

a reception unit operable to receive e - mail transmitt e d from th e mail terminal, th e e mail 
including one or more identifiers select e d by the us e r from the id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
or more attached fil e s that th e user wants to attach to th e e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal, the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated by said identifier generation unit ; 

an attached file acquisition unit operable to acquire attached files from the -said attached 
file holding unit, the attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file 
specifying e-mail received by the -said reception unit; 

a construction unit operable to construct a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached 
files acquired by fee- said attached file acquisition unit to the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received by the -said reception unit; and 

a mail distribution unit operable to distribute the file attached e-mail constructed by the 
said construction unit to a respective address of one or more receivers rec e ivers' addr e ss e s of the 
e-mail. 

14. (Currently Amended) The mail gateway of Claim 13, wherein: 

the- said attached file holding uni t is operable to , whenever receiving ane-mail that 
includes attached files, gen e rat e s generate a list of the attached files and passes- pass the list of 
the attached files to the -said identifier generation unit; T and 

the -said identifier generation unit gen e rat e s is operable to generate an identifier for each 
of the attached files in accordance with the list of the attached files p assed by fee -said attached 
file holding unit. 

15. (Currently Amended) The mail gateway of Claim 13, further comprising: 

a file format storage unit operable to store receivers' addresses and file formats that are 
registered by the mail terminal; and 
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a file format conversion unit operable to convert one or more file formats of attached files 
for each receiver's address in accordance with the receivers' addresses and the file formats that 
are stored in the -said file format storage unit, 

wherein the mail terminal functions so as to register the one or more file formats of 
attached files for each receiver's address that the receiver should adopt in ike -said mail gateway, 
and 

the -said construction unit constructs is operable to construct the file attached e-mail by 
attaching the attached files converted by ihe -said file format conversion unit from and as 
substitutes for the attached files acquired by fee -said attached file acquisition unit. 

16. (Currently Amended) The mail gateway of Claim 13, further comprising: 

an attached file sharing unit operable to, when receiving a notification that attached files 
are to be shared with other users from the mail terminal, share each of the attached files held by 
the -said attached file holding unit with the other users; and 

a shared identifier generation unit operable to generate a shared identifier for each of the 
attached files shared by the -said attached file sharing unit, wherein the shared identifier is 
available for sharers of the attached files; ? 

wherein the mail terminal functions so as to notify the -said mail gateway that one or more 
attached files are to be shared with other users by means of identifiers corresponding to the one 
or more attached files, the attached files being included in e-mail addressed to the user of the 
mail terminal and being permitted to be shared with the other users, and notify the- said mail 
gateway of one or more sharers who shapes-share the one or more attached files; 

wherein the -said attached file sharing unit shafes- is operable to share the one or more 
attached files that correspond to the one or more identifiers notified from the mail terminal out of 
attached files held by the mail server among the notified sharers; T 

the -wherein said list transmission unit is_further transmits operable to transmit a list of the 
shared identifiers to the sharers of the attached files; ? and 

the -wherein said attached file acquisition unit isjurther acquir e s operable to acquire 
attached files that correspond to the shared identifiers. 

17. (Currently amended) A mail terminal that is connected to a mail gateway via a network, 
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the mail gateway generating an identifier for each e£attached files -file included in an e-mail 
addressed to a user of fee -said mail terminal and managing the generated identifier, fee -said mail 
terminal comprising: 

a list reception unit operable to receive a list of identifiers from the mail gateway; 

a preparation unit operable to prepare an attached-file specifying e-mail that includes one 
or more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for one or more 
attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; and 

a transmission unit operable to transmit the attached-file specifying e-mail prepared by 
fee- said p reparation unit to the mail gateway. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The mail terminal of Claim 17, further comprising: 

a file format registration unit operable to register one or more files -file formats of 
attached files for each receiver's address that the receiver should adopt in the mail gateways 

wherein the mail gateway states -functions so as to store receivers' addresses and file 
formats that are registered by fee -said mail terminal, and conv e rts convert file formats of 
attached files for each receiver's address in accordance with the_stored fee-receivers' addresses 
and fee-file formats. 

19. (Currently Amended) The mail terminal of Claim 17, further comprising: 

a sharing notification unit operable to notify the mail gateway that one or more attached 
files included in an e-mail addressed to the user of fee -said mail terminal are to be shared with 
other users;; 

wherein fee -said sharing notification unit fefee^-includes: 

a shared file notification unit operable to notify the mail gateway of one or more 
identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for the one or more 
attached files that are permitted to be shared; and 

a sharer notification unit operable t o notify the mail gateway of one or more 
sharers of each of the attached files that are permitted to be shared with the other users; 
wherein the mail gateway functions so as to share attached files corresponding to the 
identifiers notified from fee -said shared file notification unit among the sharers notified from fee 
said sharer notification unit and generate a shared identifier for each of the shared attached files, 
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wh e r e in the shared identifier is- being available for the sharers. 


20. (Currently amended) A method for controlling an e-mail transmission/reception system 
including a mail terminal, a mail server, and a mail gateway, the mail gateway being connected 
to the mail terminal via a network and to_the mail server via another network, fee -said method 
comprising th e st e ps of : 

an attach e d fil e holding st e p for receiving an e-mail addressed to a user who possesses 
the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in the e-mail in the mail server; 

nn iH e ntifW g e n e ration st e p for, by th e mail gat e way, generatin g, in the mail gateway, an 
identifier for each attached file held in th e attached file holding st e p said holding of the one or 
more attached files ; 

a list transmission step for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e id e ntifi e r 
generation st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list from the mail 
gateway to the mail terminal; 

a list r e c e ption st e p for receivin g, in the mail terminal, the identifier list from the mail 
gateway by th e mail t e rminal ; 

n propnmtinn st e p for, by th e mail t e rminal, preparin g, in the mail terminal, an attached- 
file specifying e-mail that includes one or more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier 
list as substitutes for one or more attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; 

a transmission st e p for transmitting the attached-file specifying e-mail prepared in fee 
preparation st e p said preparing of the attached-file specifying e-mail from the mail terminal t o 
the mail gateway; 

a reception st e p for receiving e mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal by the mail 
gat e way, th e e mail including one or more identifi e rs that th e us e r s e l e cts from th e id e ntifi e r list ' 
as substitutes for on e or mor e attach e d files that th e us e r wants to attach to th e e mailj he 
attached-file specifying e-mail transmitted in said transmitting of the attached-file specifying e- 
mail; 

nn nttneh e d file acquisition st e p for acquiring , in the mail gateway, attached files from the 
mail serve r by the mail gat e way , the attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in 
the attached-file specifying e-mail received in th e r e c e ption st e p said receiving of the attached- 
file specifying e-mail ; 
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n construction step for, by th e mail gat e way, constructin g, in the mail gateway, a file 
attached e-mail by attaching the attached files acquired in th e attach e d fil e acquisition st e p said 
acquiring of the attached files to the attached-file specifying e-mail received i n th e r e c e ption st e p 
said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a mail transmission step for transmitting the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail from the mail gateway to the mail 
server; and 

a mail distribution step for receivin g, in the mail server, the file attached e-mail 
transmitted from th e mail gat e way terminal by the mail s e rv e r in said transmitting of the file 
attached e-mail and distributing the file attached e-mail from the mail server to r e c e iv e rs' 
addr e sses a respective address of one or more receivers of the e-mail. 

21-23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently amended) A method for controlling an e-mail transmission/reception system 
including a mail terminal and a mail gateway, the mail gateway being connected to the mail 
terminal via a network, the -said method comprising the steps of : 

an attach e d file holding st e p for receiving an_e-mail addressed to a user who possesses 
the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in the e-mail in the mail 
gateway; 

nn id e ntifier g e neration st e p for, by the mail gateway, generatin g, in the mail gateway, an 
identifier for each attached file held in th e attached fil e holding step said holding of the one or 
more attached files ; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e identifi e r 
generation st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list from the mail 
gateway to the mail terminal; 

n list r e c e ption st e p for T by th e mail t e rminal, r eceivin g, in the mail terminal, the identifier 
list generated in said generating of the identifier list from the mail gateway; 

a pr e paration st e p for preparing an attached-file specifying e-mail that includes one or 
more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for one or more 
attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; 
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a transmission st e p for transmitting the attached-file specifying e-mail prepared in the 
pr e paration st e p said preparing of the attached-file specifying e-mail from the mail terminal to the 
mail gateway; 

a reception step for receiving e - mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, the e mail 
including one or more identifiers sel e ct e d by th e user from the identifier list as substitut e s for on e 
or mor a nttnohod fil e r , that th e user wants to attach to th e e mail the attached-file specifying e- 
mail transmitted from the mail terminal to the mail gateway in said transmitting of the attached- 
file specifying e-mail ; 

nr. nttnr.hnH filfl nr.qinr . itinn r . tnp fnr : hy the mail gateway, acquiring , in the mail gateway, 
attached files from th e attached fil e holding st e p held in said holding of the one or more attached 
files , the attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e- 
mail received in the reception step said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction st e p for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in the attach e d fil e acquisition step said acquiring of the attached files t o the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in the reception st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail distribution st e p for distributing the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail to receiv e rs' addr e ss e s a respective 
address of one or more receivers of the e-mail. 

25-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently amended) A method for controlling a mail gateway that is connected to a mail 
terminal via a network and to_a mail server via another network, the mail server receiving an_e- 
mail addressed to a user of the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in 
the received e-mail, the -said method comprising the st e ps of : 

an id e ntifier generation st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held by the 
mail server; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e id e ntifi e r 
generation st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 
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a reception st e p for receiving e mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, th e e mail 
including one or more identifiers s e l e ct e d by th e user from th e id e ntifi e r list as substitutes for on e 
or mor e attached files that th e us e r wants to attach to the e mailan attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 

an attach e d file acquisition step for acquiring attached files from the mail server, the 
attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received in the rec e ption st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction stop for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in the attached fil e acquisition st e p said acquiring of the attached files to the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in the reception st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail transmission st e p for transmitting the file attached e-mail constructed in fee 
construction step said constructing of the file attached e-mail t o the mail server. 

29-31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently amended) A method for controlling a mail gateway that is connected to a mail 
terminal via a network, the -said method comprising th e st e ps of : 

an attach e d fil e holding st e p for receiving an e-mail addressed to a user who possesses 
the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in the e-mail; 

an identifier generation st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held in the 
attach e d file holding st e p said holding of the one or more attached files ; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e id e ntifi e r 
generation st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 

a r e c e ption st e p for receiving o mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, the e mail 
including on e or mor e id e ntifi e rs select e d by th e us e r from th e id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
nr mnr ft nttnchod filer, that th e user wants to attach to the e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 
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an attach e d fil e acquisition step for acquiring attached files from th e attached fil e holding 
step held in said holding of the one or more attached files, the attached files corresponding to the 
identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail received in th e r e c e ption st e p said 
receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction st e p for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in tho attach e d fil e acquisition st e p said acquiring of the attached files t o the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail fee 
r e c e ption st e p ; and 

a mail distribution st e p for distributing the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail to r e c e iv e rs' addr e ss e s a respective 
address of one or more receivers of the e-mail. 

33-35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently amended) A method for controlling a mail terminal that is connected to a mail 
gateway via a network, the mail gateway generating an identifier for each ef-attached files-file 
included in an e-mail addressed to a user of the mail terminal and managing the generated 
identifier, fee- said method comprising the st e ps of : 

a list r e ception st e p for receiving a list of identifiers from the mail gateway; 

a pr e paration st e p for preparing an attached-file specifying e-mail that includes one or 
more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for one or more 
attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; and 

a transmission st e p for transmitting the attached-file specifying e-mail prepared in fee 
pr e paration step said preparing of the attached-file specifying e-mail to the mail gateway. 

37-38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently amended) A recording medium which is readable fer-bv a computer 
connected to a mail terminal via a network and to_a mail server via another network, the mail 
server receiving an e-mail addressed to a user of the mail terminal and holding one or more 
attached files included in the received e-mail, a computer program embodied on fee -said 
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recording medium has- causing the computer conduct th e st e ps operations of: 

an id e ntifier gen e ration st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held by the 
mail server; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e id e ntifi e r 
generation st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 

a r e c e ption st e p for receiving e mail transmitt e d from the mail t e rminal, th e e mail 
including on e or mor e id e ntifi e rs s e l e ct e d by th e user from th e id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
or more attached fil e s that th e user wants to attach to th e e mailan attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal, the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 

an attach e d file acquisition st e p for acquiring attached files from the mail server, the 
attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received in th e r e c e ption st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction st e p for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in th e attach e d fil e acquisition st e p said acquiring of the attached files to the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in the reception st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail transmission st e p for transmitting the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail t o the mail server. 

40-42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Currently amended) A recording medium which is readable fe^by a computer that is 
connected to a mail terminal via a network, a computer program embodied on the -said recording 
medium has-causmg_the computer conduct th e st e ps operations of: 

an attach e d fil e holding step for receiving an e-mail addressed to a user who possesses 
the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in the e-mail; 

an identifi e r g e n e ration st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held in the 
attach e d fil e holding st e p said holding of the one or more attached files ; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in the id e ntifi e r 
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g e n e ration step said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 

a r e c e ption st e p for receiving e- mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, th e e mail 
including one or more identifi e rs s e l e ct e d by th e us e r from the id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
or mor e attach e d files that th e us e r wants to attach to the e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 

an attach e d file acquisition st e p for acquiring attached files from th e attach e d fil e holding 
ste pheld in said holding of the one or more attached files , the attached files corresponding to the 
identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail received in the rec e ption st e p said 
receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction st e p for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in the attached file acquisition st e p said acquiring of the attached files t o the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in the reception step said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail distribution st e p for distributing the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail to r e c e iv e rs' addr e ss e s a respective 
address of one or more receivers of the e-mail. 

44-46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently amended) A recording medium which is readable fep-by a computer that is , 
connected to a mail gateway via a network, the mail gateway generating an identifier for each ef 
attached files-file included in arLe-mail addressed to a user of a mail terminal and managing the 
generated identifier, a computer program embodied on the -said recording medium has -causing 
the computer conduct th e st e ps operations of: 

a list r e ception st e p for receiving a list of identifiers from the mail gateway; 

a pr e paration st e p for preparing an attached-file specifying e-mail that includes one or 
more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for one or more 
attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; and 

a transmission st e p for transmitting the attached-file specifying e-mail prepared in fee 
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pr e paration st e p said preparing of the attached-file specifvinR e-mail to the mail gateway. 


48-49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Currently amended) A program embodied on a computer-readable medium of a 
computer connected to a mail terminal via a network and toa mail server via another network, 
the mail server receiving an e-mail addressed to a user of the mail terminal and holding one or 
more attached files included in the received e-mail, the- said p rogram has- causing the computer 
conduct th e st e ps operations of: 

an id e ntifi e r g e n e ration st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held by the 
mail server; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e identifi e r 
generation st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 

a reception st e p for receiving e mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, th e e mail 
including on e or more id e ntifi e rs sel e ct e d by th e user from th e id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
or mor e attached fil e r , that th e user wants to attach to th e e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 

an attach e d fil e acquisition st e p for acquiring attached files from the mail server, the 
attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received in the reception step said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction st e p for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in th e attach e d fil e acquisition st e p said acquiring of the attached files to the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in the r e c e ption st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail transmission st e p for transmitting the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail t o the mail server. 

51-53. (Cancelled) 
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54. (Currently amended) A program embodied on a computer-readable medium of a 
computer that is connected to a mail terminal via a network, the -said p rogram has -causing the 
computer conduct th e st e ps operations of: 

an attached fil e holding st e p for receiving an e-mail addressed to a user who possesses 
the mail terminal and holding one or more attached files included in the e-mail; 

an id e ntifi e r gen e ration st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held in the 
attach e d fil e holding st e p said holding of the one or more attached files ; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in th e id e ntifi e r 
g e n e ration st e p said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 

a reception st e p for receiving e mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, th e e mail 
including one or more identifi e rs s e l e ct e d by th e us e r from th e id e ntifi e r list as substitut e s for on e 
or mor e attached fil e s that th e us e r wants to attach to th e e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal, the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 

an attached fil e acquisition st e p for acquiring attached files from th e attach e d fil e holding 
ste pheld in said holding of the one or more attached files , the attached files corresponding to the 
identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail received in the r e c e ption st e p said 
receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction step for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
acquired in the attached file acquisition st e p said acquiring of the attached files t o the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in the rec e ption st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail distribution st e p for distributing the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail to rec e iv e rs' addr e ss e s a respective 
address of one or more receivers of the e-mail. 

55-57. (Cancelled) 

58. (Currently amended) A program embodied on a computer-readable medium of a 
computer that is connected to a mail gateway via a network, the mail gateway generating an 
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identifier for each of attached files included in e-mail addressed to a user of a mail terminal and 
managing the generated identifier, fee -said p rogram has -causing the computer conduct th e st e ps 
operations of: 

a list r e c e ption st e p for receiving a list of identifiers from the mail gateway; 

a pr e paration stop for preparing an attached-file specifying e-mail that includes one or 
more identifiers selected by the user from the identifier list as substitutes for one or more 
attached files that the user wants to attach to the e-mail; and 

a transmission st e p for transmitting the attached-file specifying e-mail prepared in fee 
preparation st e p said preparing of the attached-file specifying e-mail to the mail gateway. 

59-60. (Cancelled) 

50. (Currently amended) A program embodied on a computer-readable medium of a 
computer connected to a mail terminal via a network and toa mail server via another network, 
the mail server receiving an e-mail addressed to a user of the mail terminal and holding one or 
more attached files included in the received e-mail, fee- said p rogram has -having the computer 
conduct th e st e ps operations of: 

an id e ntifi e r g e n e ration st e p for generating an identifier for each attached file held by the 
mail server; 

a list transmission st e p for generating a list of identifiers generated in the id e ntifi e r 
generation step said generating of the identifier and transmitting the identifier list to the mail 
terminal; 

a r e c e ption st e p for receiving o mail transmitt e d from th e mail t e rminal, the e mail 
including on e or mor e id e ntifi e rs sel e ct e d by th e us e r from th e identifi e r list as substitutes for on e 
or mor e attach e d fil e s that th e user wants to attach to th e e mail an attached-file specifying e-mail 
transmitted from the mail terminal the attached-file specifying e-mail including one or more 
identifiers generated in said generating of the identifier ; 

an attach e d fil e acquisition st e p for acquiring attached files from the mail server, the 
attached files corresponding to the identifiers included in the attached-file specifying e-mail 
received in th e r e c e ption st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying e-mail ; 

a construction st e p for constructing a file attached e-mail by attaching the attached files 
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acquired in tho attach e d fil e acquisition s t e p said acquiring of the attached files to the attached- 
file specifying e-mail received in tho reception st e p said receiving of the attached-file specifying 
e-mail ; and 

a mail transmission st e p for transmitting the file attached e-mail constructed in the 
construction st e p said constructing of the file attached e-mail to the mail server. 
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